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Black Earth region, the center of Russian agriculture. Nearly all of
this section receives less than 20 inches of rain a year, the fall is uncer-
tain, and droughts are frequent. The minimum rainfall, as well as
the maximum rate of evaporation, is encountered in the low areas to
the north of the Caspian Sea. Astrakhan, with an annual rainfall of
5.9 inches, may be taken as typical of this region. These conditions
lead to the existence of the only true desert in European Russia or in
Europe.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS

The monotony of relief prevents the formation of geographical re-
gions based upon that factor. This same monotony, however, leads to
strong climatic control over vegetation, and the creation of broad vege-
tation zones which provide the only basis for the division of the coun-
try into geographical units. In a region of such uniform relief and
climate, these zones never have clear-cut boundaries, but merge into
one another in broad transition belts. In Russia, where man is pri-
marily occupied in agriculture and forestry, vegetation control is im-
portant, and these zones exercise a profound influence over human
activity,

THE  TUNDRA

Between latitude 65 degrees north and the Arctic Ocean the winters
are long and very severe, and the summers short and with temperatures
a little above freezing. As a consequence, the land is always frozen
to a considerable depth, only the top few feet thawing out in the
summer. Deep-rooted plants cannot live, and the ground is covered
with mosses, grasses and lichens. In addition to bordering the Arctic,
the tundra extends south in the Urals, due to the influence of elevation
upon temperature. A few nomadic Lapps and Samoyeds are the only
inhabitants of the tundra, and the region is of very slight economic
importance.

The North Atlantic Drift makes Mermansk on the Arctic the only
ice-free port of northwestern Russia, but its distance from the more
active sections of the country causes it to be but slightly used. Ar-
khangelsk, on the White Sea (Beloe More), is located on the border
between the tundra and the forest zone, and is one of the most impor-
tant lumber-exporting ports of Russia. It is located at the mouth of